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Drug & Alcohol Testing Chart

FMCSA regulations require alcohol and drug testing of drivers who 
are required to have a CDL. The regulations include procedures 
for urine drug testing and breath alcohol testing. A driver must be 
tested after an accident that resulted in a fatality regardless of fault. 
Accidents that include bodily injury or a vehicle that needs to be 
towed require a driver to be tested only if that driver is issued a 
citation. 

Alcohol tests must be taken within two to eight hours after the 
accident. Drug tests must be taken within 32 hours of the accident. 
Unless there are extenuating circumstances, a driver must be 
available for testing, or it might be assumed the driver has refused 
testing. A refusal is considered the same as a positive test.

Let us help you discern whether or not you need to test drivers 
for drugs and alcohol.

YES

START HERE
Did the accident involve your CMV?

Did the accident occur on a public road?

You’re all set and do 
not need to to test!

Okay, then. 
No test needed.

Was any vehicle involved in the accident required to be 
towed from the scene, AND was your employee cited for a 

moving traffic violation by law enforcement? 

Did any person involved in the accident require immediate 
medical treatment away from the scene of the accident, AND 
was your employee cited for a moving traffic violation by law 

enforcement? 
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YesNo

Yes

No

You should test for 
drugs and alcohol.

You should test for 
drugs and alcohol.

Yes

You’re set! No 
need to test.

No


